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A t  t h e  p e a k  o f S o c i a l  J u s t i c e Month, educator 
a n d  a c t i v i s t  D e R a y 
McKesson advocated for 
hope, equity and truth 
to an audience in Russell 
House Theater Monday 
evening.
McKesson, an advocate 
for  soc ia l  ju s t ice ,  i s 
running for mayor of 
Balt imore, Maryland, 
but takes his message 
to cities throughout the 
U.S. He began with the 
story of his time in St. 
Louis, Missouri, during 
the protests following 
the shooting of Michael 
Brown.
When McKesson was 
in St. Louis, the police 
tear-gassed the group of 
protesters with which he 
was standing. 
“In that moment , I 
became a  protester,” 
McKesson sa id. “The 
world can’t be like this for 
people, that this isn’t fair, 
this isn’t right.” 
McKesson touched on 
the idea of publicizing 
soc ia l  i nju st ice s .  He 
describes himself as a 
“Twit ter evangel ist ,” 
utilizing his presence on 
social media to make his 
conversation public. He 
asserts that while issues 
such as racial tension and 
police brutality are not 
new, the ability to talk 
about them publicly is.
“I will never criticize 
people who use social 
media to tell the truth 
because so much of this 
work has been tel l ing 
t he t r ut h in publ ic ,” 
McKesson sa id. “A nd 
in the same way that 
I  understand that we 
weren’t born woke, that 
something woke us up, 
that the truth is what 
br ings people to t he 
work.” 
M c K e s s o n  a l s o 
voiced the notion that 
acknowledging injustice is 
only a fraction of the work 
toward eradicat ing it . 
According to McKesson, 
awareness is an essential 
step toward solution, but it 
doesn’t solve the problem.
A  c o m m it m e nt  t o 
the truth is ult imately 
what drives McKesson’s 
message and challenges. 
He bel ieves  t hat  t he 
willingness to tell the 
truth under any given 
c i rcu mstances  i s  t he 
start of effective social 
activism.
He closed his address 
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t 
awa renes s  a nd t r ut h 
are the cornerstones of 
effective social activism.
“ It ’s  a  t e s t  of , 
‘Are you willing to 
tell the truth with 
your body, with your 
mind, with your words?’” 
McKesson said. “And the 
first step is so real, and 
that often is a precursor 
for how you will enter the 
work for the rest of your 
life.” 
McKesson’s speech 
r e s o n a t e d  w i t h  h i s 
audience, part icularly 
with Lizzie Keegan, a 
campus minister with 
InterVarsity Christ ian 
Fellowship.
“The thing that stood 
out to me the most was 
when he described why 
he  doe s  t he  work  i s 
because he has a picture 
of a desired future ... I 
realized that is where 
white privilege will always 
stop people from caring; 
it’s because they already 
have the desired future,” 
Keegan said.
McKesson encouraged 
t he  aud ience  to  a sk 
t he m s e l v e s  how  f a r 
they w i l l  go in their 
commitment to truth-
tell ing as it relates to 
ac t iv ism and just ice , 
a sk i ng t hem,  “ W hat 
truths are you allowing 
to be told in the spaces 
you’re in as  you ca l l 
yourself somebody who is 
fi ghting?”
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T- sh i r t s 
l i ne d  t he 
w a l l s  o f 
McK is s ick 
Museum as “Identi-
Tee: Beyond the White Shirt” 
hosted a showing of Dr. Laura Kissel’s 
documentary “Cotton Road” Monday 
evening. Identi-Tee sought 
to show the history 
o f  t h e 
T-shirt from 
i t s  hu mble 
b e g i n n i n g s 
a s  a n 
undergarment 
to it s modern 
form as a display 
i n d i v i d u a l 
identity.
T h e e x h i b i t  h a d 
T-shirts from various eras and styles. 
From custom tees to political slogans 
“Identi-Tee” detailed the transition of 
the T-shirt to a cultural icon. 
A m o n g  t h e 
sh i r t s  t here 
were displays 
o f  g r e a t 
m o m e n t s 
in T-sh ir t 
h i s t o r y . 
T h e s e 
d i s p l a y s 
chronicled 
the emergence of the 
Hanes company, Marlon Brando 
in “A Streetcar Named Desire” and 
the use of T-shirts as a form of 
activism. Identi-Tee exhibited not 
only T-shirts, but also the cultural 
signifi cance of this article of clothing.
“Cotton Road,” a film by Laura 
Kissel, documents the transnational 
movement of the commodit y of 
cotton from local farmers in South 
Carolina to textile manufactures in 
coastal China. The film shows how 
modern globalization has impacted 
local and international markets and 
has brought different challenges to 
everyone involved.
Kissel stated that the theme that 
drove her through her research 
and travels was t ransparency in 
manufacturing and marketing.
“Because we have moved a lot of 
manufacturing in the United States 
overseas, we no longer have any 
kind of connection to where things 
come from,” she said. This project 
seeks to expose the reality of the 
textile industry and show Western 
consumers where their clothes come 
from and how they are made.
“Identi-Tee” and “Cotton Road” 
collaborated for this exhibit to show 
how the history and future of textiles 
and T-shirts. This collaboration also 
aimed to make visitors more mindful 
about the source of their purchases. 
The collaboration allowed visitors 
to see how the cultural icon of the 
T-shirt was created and the conditions 
of the workers throughout the entire 
process.
Joe McElveen / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The “Identi-Tee: Beyond the White Shirt” exhibit will be open at McKissick until April 23.
Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Activist and educator DeRay McKesson encouraged public discussion in activism.











The search for 
equality
‘Identi-Tee’ 
raises awareness for 
labor overseas
See the full story and more at 
dailygamecock.com
Men’s basketball loses 
the second round of NIT
Heartbreak at home
For coverage of 
Birdcage, check out 
Wednesday’s paper
USC
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March 22 marks the 19th annual 
Birdcage event at the Russell House 
Ballroom. The Birdcage is a drag 
show featuring local and national 
ta lent as wel l as USC students. 
The event is hosted by Individuals 
Respecting Identities and Sexualities 
(IRIS) in collaboration with Carolina 
Productions and is the largest non-
sporting event at USC.
“It’s such a cool opportunity for 
the rest of the university, not just 
people involved in IRIS, to get the 
opportunity to interact with this 
different side of a lot of what goes 
on,” IRIS president and second-year 
polit ical science student Kait l in 
McClamrock said. “Drag is something 
that a lot of students haven’t had any 
exposure to. It’s a really fun part of 
the LGBT community, honestly.” 
The show w i l l  feat u re  t h ree 
headliners from across the country. 
The l ineup includes Del ighted 
Tobehere, Brooke Collins, Latrice 
Royale, Miss Gaymecock, Miss South 
Carolina Pride and four local talents. 
Miss Gaymecock won the honor of 
being in the show after winning a 
drag pageant put on by IRIS in the 
fall. A Mr. Gaymecock was also 
crowned but he will be unable to 
attend the event.
The show is  more t han just 
an enterta in ing way to spend a 
Tuesday night — it sends a message 
of  acceptance t h roughout 
campus. In a conservative 
s t a t e  l i k e  S o u t h 
Carolina, the LGBT 
community is often 
underrepresented. 
T h e  B i r d c a g e 
brings a large part 
of that community 
out into the open 
and onto campus, 
where students can 
fully experience it.
“Dr ag  queen s 
a n d  k i n g s  h a v e 
b e en  i nvo l ve d  i n 
LGBT advocacy really 
from the very beginning. 
I f  you  look  back  at  t he 
Stonewall Riots, a lot of the people 
participating 
in that were 
drag queens 
and k ings ,” 
McClamrock said. “It’s just really 
amazing to see how that has remained 
such  a  b ig  pa r t  of  t he  LGBT 
community.”
The show is also partnering with 
Carolina Equality, the largest LGBT 
equality group in South Carolina, 
as well as representatives from the 
Harriet Hancock LGBT 
Center, the only 
LGBT center 
in the state. 
T h e s e 
g r o u p s 
w i l l  b e 
a t  t h e 
e v e n t 
t o 
spread 
t h e 
w o r d 
ab ou t 
issues, 




H e a d l i n e r 
Tobehere i s  a  d rag 




other major stages, and is an active 
advocate for LGBT rights.
“For well over a decade, this show 
has been the fl agship of USC’s vision 
of inclusivity and diversity,” Tobehere 
said. “Drag is a highly visible and 
fabulous segment of our LGBT 
community; one that has entertained 
millions and carried the banner of 
pride for decades, celebrating our 
unique history and our hope filled 
future.”
While the event is put on mainly 
for fun, it is impossible to ignore the 
positive impact it has for students on 
the campus. Birdcage allows students 
to entertain their interests and explore 
a culture that they may be unfamiliar 
with. Drag culture is becoming more 
prevalent as shows like “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race” become popular, and 
McClamrock advises students who 
are new to the scene to check it out if 
it’s their fi rst time watching this type 
of show.
The Birdcage will open at 7 p.m. in 
Russell House Ballroom. It is free to 
all students, staff and faculty with a 
CarolinaCard. The show is also on the 
USC Offi cial Bucket List, so whether 
drag is your passion or you’re just 
satisfying a curiosity, The Birdcage 
is a crazy and unique experience that 
USC students should not miss.
4 shows on 
Netflix to watch 
now
T h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e 
entertainment industry and 
the glamour of Hol ly wood 
have bred some talented and 
iconic fi gures over the years. It’s 
easy to forget that some of our 
favorite television and fi lm stars 
used to lead relatively normal 
lives; some even grew up right 
here in South Carolina. 
Stephen Colbert
A lthough he was born in 
Washington, D.C., comedian, 
ac tor  a nd  t e le v i s ion  ho s t 
Stephen Colbert grew up on 
James Island in Charleston, 
S out h  Ca rol i n a .  C olb er t , 
the youngest of 11 children, 
at tended t he  Por ter- G aud 
School in Charleston and his 
father served as vice president 
for academic af fa i rs at  the 
Medical University of South 
Carol ina. The comedian is 
most famous for his role on The 
Daily Show, his own television 
show, The Colbert Report and 
his role as the host of The Late 
Show, which he assumed after 
David Letterman’s retirement.
Viola Davis
“How to Get  Away w it h 
Murder” star and two-t ime 
Academy Award nominee Viola 
Davis was born in St. Matthews, 
South Carolina, a small town 
outside of Columbia. Her father, 
a horse trainer, and her mother, 
a maid, factory worker and civil 
rights activist, moved Davis and 
her fi ve siblings to Rhode Island 
at a very young age. Davis, who 
attended the Juilliard School in 
New York City, is well known 
for her lead role in the f ilm 
“The Help” as well as her role in 
“Extremely Loud & Incredibly 
Close.” In 2012, the actress was 
also named one of the 100 Most 
Infl uential People in the World 
by Time magazine.
Aziz Ansari
Actor and comedian Aziz 
A nsar i was born r ight here 
in Columbia, South Carolina 
to a family or ig inal ly f rom 
Tam i l  Nadu ,  I nd ia . A nsa r i 
spent most of his childhood in 
Bennettsville, South Carolina 
where he attended Marlboro 
Academy as well as the South 
Carolina Governor’s School. 
He later graduated with a major 
in market ing from the New 
York University Stern School of 
Business.Ansari is widely known 
for his role as the hilariously 
sarcastic government employee 
Tom Haverford on the NBC 
series “Parks and Recreation.”
Kristin Davis
Born in Boulder, Colorado, 
actress Krist in Davis moved 
with her parents to Columbia, 
South Carolina early in her 
ch i ld hood.  Dav i s  l i ved  i n 
Columbia until she graduated 
from A.C. Flora High School 
and moved to New Jersey to 
at tend Rutgers Universit y. 
Her stepfather, Keith Davis, 
is a distinguished psychology 
professor here at the University 
of South Carolina. Davis is 
known for her role as the lovable 
Charlotte York on HBO’s “Sex 
and the City,” “Sex and the 
City: The Movie” and “Sex and 
the City 2.”
Chris Rock
A c t o r ,  c o m e d i a n  a n d 
t wo-t ime Academy Awards 
host Chris Rock was born in 
Andrews, South Carolina. Rock 
and his family later moved to 
Brooklyn, New York where he 
spent most of his childhood. 
Rock’s parents pulled him out 
of James Madison High School 
when he became the victim of 
bullying, and Rock eventually 
dropped out altogether and 
earned his GED. After working 
his way up in the industry, 
Rock landed appearances on 
Saturday Night Live as well as 
more prominent roles in films 




5 celebrities from the 
Palmetto state
We’ve all been there 
— it ’s  10  p .m. ,  you 
have an assignment due 
at midnight, but that 
stat ist ics homework is 
just not that captivating. 
Here’s where Net f l i x 
comes in. While binge-
w a t c h i n g  “ G r e y ’ s 
Anatomy” for the third 
t ime is a litt le bit too 
consu m ing,  here a re 
four 30 minute shows to 
mindlessly enjoy when 
you know you should be 
doing something else. 
They are entertaining, 
easy to follow and the 
perfect distraction before 
you fi nally fi nish the work 
you’ve been avoiding.
“Bob’s Burgers”
You’re never too old 
for cartoons, particularly 
w h e n  t h a t  c a r t o o n 
i s  “ B o b’s  B u r g e r s ”. 
It ’s absurd, witt y and 
h i la r ious .  The s tor y 
revolves around a man, 
his wife and his three 
k ids running a burger 
restaurant.This might 
s e e m  d r y ,  b u t  t h e 
boundless possibilit ies 
of the car toon world 
al low for the show to 
take on plots that would 
be impossible in other 
mediums. While the show 
is enthralling, it can also 
be a quick stress reliever 
that doesn’t draw you in.
“Love”
“ L o v e ”  i s  a  n e w 
Netf lix produced show 
starring Gillian Jacobs 
of “Communit y” and 
Paul Rust of “Inglorious 
Basterds.” It follows the 
two as they navigate their 
lonely lives together and, 
of course, search for love.
While this is a cliché 
premise, the cast and 
their stellar performance 
of the characters makes 
a supremely funny yet 
heart-wrenching show. 
The 30 minute episodes 
are easy to consume, but 
the plot isn’t so gripping 
that you feel the urge to 
continue on to the next 
episode and ignore your 
responsibilities.
“Portlandia”
“Saturday Night Live” 
alumni Fred A rmisen 
and Carrie Brownstein 
of “Carol” collaborate to 
create a sketch comedy 
show that revolves around 
the city of Portland. It has 
a number of recurring 
characters that appear 
every few episodes, and 
frequently features new 
characters invented by 
the two show runners. 
It explores the hipster-
dom of the city and it’s 
various tropes, such as the 
obsessions over coffee, 
bicycling and indie music. 
Because there is no major 
overarching plot , the 
show is easy to watch with 
no pressure to click on the 
next episode.
“The Offi ce”
If you have somehow 
never heard of it, “The 
Of f ice”  i s  a n  Em my 
n o m i n a t e d  s h o w 
or ig inal ly created by 
R i c k y  G e r v a i s  a n d 
manned by an eclectic 
ensemble cast including 
St e ve  C a r re l l ,  Joh n 
K rasinsk i and Mindy 
K a l ing.  The show is 
driven by it’s hilarious 
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  t h e 
s i t u a t i o n s  t h e y  g e t 
into while work ing at 
a n  i n no c uou s  pap er 
company in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. The show 
will definitely have you 
begging for more, but it’s 
also an easy show to watch 




Courtesy of  MCT Campus
Although Chris Rock spent the majority of his childhood in Brooklyn, he was born in Andrews, South Carolina.
Delaney McPherson 
@LANEYMCFLY
Birdcage drag show brings LGBT voice to campus
Courtesy of NBC
“The Offi ce” is a classic comedy streaming on Netfl ix. 
Courtesy of Carolina Productions
Latrice Royale will headline USC’s drag show.
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NOW LEASING!
The Best Of Carolina Just Got Better
1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments  
Available for Fall 2016
Exposed brick/wood beam 
ceilings
Sun and fun at the pool deck 
Resident TV lounge with games
State-of-the-art fitness center 
Patio & private balconies available
GReeK WeeK 
COMPETITION
The USC fraternity or sorority  
that takes the most apartment 
tours at Palmetto Compress from 
3/28-4/8 will WIN $2,000!
SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com
The Apartments at Palmetto Compress 





STATE-OF-THE-ART FITNESS CENTER RESIDENT TV LOUNGE WITH GAMES
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O n Mond ay,  t he 
remaining presidential 
c a n d i d a t e s  m a d e 
t hei r  r it ua l  voyage 
to the AIPAC Policy 
Conference, hosted 
by I srael’s  pr imar y 
lobbying group. This 
year, only Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, who is Jewish, 
did not attend. While 
Sanders’ decision to 
skip and the protests 
a r o u n d  D o n a l d 
Tr u m p’s  p r e s e n c e 
made headlines, what 
went unnot iced was 
the expectat ion that 
all serious candidates 
wou ld  go  to  spea k 
u ncr it ic a l ly  of  t he 
Jewish state.
T h e  m o n o l i t h i c 
support for Israel of the 
presidential candidates 
i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y 
matched in society and 
academia. Earlier this 
mont h, t he regent s 
of  UC Dav is  voted 
to strongly condemn 
a n t i - Z i o n i s m , 
opposition to the state 
of Israel, on campus as 
part of an initiative to 
curb anti-Semitism.
To be fair, there are 
defi nitely some critics 
of Israel who are anti-
Semites. Ann Coulter 
comes to mind. But 
there are enough good 
reasons to be opposed 
to at least the current 
I srael i  government 
t hat our cu lt ure of 
unquestioning support 
is ridiculous.
A s  a  s t a r t ,  t h e 
current Israeli prime 
min ister,  Benjamin 
Netanyahu, won re-
election by drumming 
up fears about Arab 
c i t i z e n s  i n  I s r a e l 
exercising their right 
to vote. His ministers 
have even proposed 
segregat ing the bus 
system. Netanyahu has 
also pushed to change 
Israel’s equivalent of 
the Constitution to say 
that the country is the 
nation of the Jews and 
“no other people.” It’s 
worth noting that over 
20 percent of Israelis 
a r e  A r a b s ,  s o  t h e 
current government 
is implicitly opposed 
to represent ing one 
in f ive people in its 
country.
T h a t ’s  n o t  e v e n 
tak ing into account 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s . 
Since its founding in 
1948, Israel has seized 
cont rol  of  most  of 
t he land or ig ina l ly 
allocated to be an Arab 
state or U.N.-managed 
neutral territory. The 
remaining Palestinian 
territory is dependent 
o n  t h e  I s r a e l i 
government for basic 
supplies, tax revenues 
a nd ut i l it ie s .  Th i s 
became relevant twice 
in recent years when 
I s r ae l  t emp or a r i l y 
cut off tax money it 
col lected on behalf 
of  t he  Pa le s t i n i a n 
g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e 
fi rst was over a bid to 
be recognized by the 
U.N. and the second 
over an application to 
join the International 
Criminal Court, the 
body that t r ies war 
crimes.
I s r a e l  h a s  g o o d 
rea son  to  f ea r  t he 
Palest inians joining 
the court. A mnest y 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a s 
co l lec ted  a  r ecord 
o f  w a r  c r i m e  a n d 
h u m a n  r i g h t s 
violat ion allegations 
ag a i n s t  I s r ae l  t hat 
i n c l u d e s  t o r t u r e , 
f o r c e d  e v i c t i o n s , 
bans on protest and 
extrajudicial killings.
What is particularly 
j a r r i ng  i s  t h at ,  i n 
s o m e  w a y s ,  t h e 
Palestinian Liberation 
Organizat ion seems 
m o r e  c o m m i t t e d 
t o  p e ac e  t h a n  t he 
Israel i government. 
T he  g roup ,  wh ic h 
Israel recognizes as 
the representative of 
the Palestinians, has 
denounced v iolence 
and recognized the 
right of Israel to exist. 
The current Israel i 
pr ime m in ister,  by 
contrast, has expressed 
s k e p t i c i s m  o f  t h e 
t wo - s t at e  so lut ion 
and stated t hat t he 
Pa le st in ia ns  wou ld 
need to be disarmed 
and demilitarized for 
peace to occur. Bear 
in mind that the U.N. 
charter that created 
Israel recognized an 
Arab state as well.
O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e 
chances of Israel ever 
b e i n g  s a n c t i o n e d 
f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f 
international law are 
low, in part because 
o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s 
w h o  g a t h e r e d  t o 
speak to AIPAC this 
week. On dozens of 
occasions stretching 
back decades, the U.N. 
General Assembly or 
Security Council has 
made a resolution to 
sanction or reprimand 
Israel. All of them have 
failed due to the U.S.’ 
veto power. Sometimes 
we’ve been l iteral ly 
the only country on 
the Security Council 
to vote in support of 
Israeli conduct.
That  i s  prec i sely 
why it is important 
to be able to f reely 
and critically discuss 
Israel and America’s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 
it . The public has a 
key role in deciding 
whether or not a rogue 
state can be allowed 
to violate treaties and 
commit war cr imes 
with impunity simply 
b e c a u s e  i t ’s  m o r e 
democrat ic than it s 
neighbors. The least 
we can do is talk about 
it.
The Easter theme of sacrifice for renewal can 
be applied to reassessment of two fundamental 
religious terms, “belief” and “faith.” Consider 
how we use each and what we mean when we do. 
We should be more alert to slow, subtle change 
in meaning and usage over time of words like 
these. Ref lect now especially on the evolved, 
problematic usage of “belief” by the religious — the 
meaning now accrued to it in contrast to earlier, 
ancient meanings. Consider: Advocacy of religious 
“belief” now does more harm than good — to the 
continuing faith itself.
“Faith” and “bel ief ” l ived in harmony for 
centuries, for believers as well as unbelievers, 
until the rise of modern science since the 17th 
century effectively divorced them. Subsequent 
application of rational-empirical principals and 
their growing prestige in the past several centuries 
now increasingly hold hostage the older use of 
“belief” by the religious, begging the question of 
the religious “believer”: How can you prove what 
you believe? The implied response: You cannot. 
Science cannot endorse the “truth” of religion.
On the other hand, religious “faith” does not 
really beg such a question. A person of faith may be 
scorned or trivialized by a skeptic but not attacked 
for appearing to try to juggle faith into a scheme of 
rational belief. Faith plays a different “game” than 
belief, by different rules. It does not automatically 
claim truth in competition with the findings of 
natural science. Faith is conveniently elusive, 
personal, less rule-propelled, less vulnerable to 
attack by skeptics relegating religion to make-
believe. It takes different bearings.
Both terms descend from a long heritage of 
translation and evolving cultural contexts. We 
cannot address that complicating heritage here. But 
we can recognize and re-evaluate their respective 
functions for us now. We can judge that what 
remains of our traditional faith will be better 
served by dropping the problematic term “belief” 
from automatic, unrefl ective use among Christian 
(and Jewish and Islamic) communities. Opinion: 
We should relieve it of the work it can no longer do 
successfully without inviting, as it does, failure of 
communication bordering upon idolatry.
But how then to regard the use of “I believe” 
(Credo) in the church creeds we inherit from the 
early church period? Their iconic stature persists. 
We must recite them now with a knowing wink 
as we leap over centuries into the mind of the 
early church to reappropriate that superseded, 
now problematized meaning, translating it in the 
process. Tradition does not ask the religious to 
claim the now reduced, if not spoiled, meaning of 
belief. It asks us to confess and explore the faith.
Hence, to reclaim faith in its original fullness, 
we should surrender religious belief disparaged by 
the “modern” mind as narrowed by single-minded 
rational-empiricism. (This narrowed use of course 
serves us well in its rational-empirical capacity for 
other purposes.) Then encourage faith to play in 
other areas of intelligence unregulated by scientifi c 
methods of verifi cation. “Progress” has effectively 
now so problematized religious belief that we do 
our faith traditions this needed service in response 
to the ingrained skepticism of the scientifically 
modernized mind.
Difficult as it may be for many, this decision 
should undercut the inf luence of publicized 
atheisms of late. It might effectively reduce the 
continued falling-off of attendance at services of 
religious worship across the board, cutting further 
losses across communities of faith. At Easter, then, 
for the sake of faith, its integrity and force, consider 
sacrificing outworn “belief” as Jesus sacrificed 
himself to become the redeeming Christ.
—Dr. Kevin Lewis, distinguished professor emeritus
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Aries
Ta k e  not e s .  You’r e 
exceptionally clever with 
words over the next few 
weeks, with Mercury in 
your sign. Underscore 
your statements with 
feeling. Share a vision 
t h a t  i n s p i r e s  y o u r 
partner over the next 
two days.
Taurus
B e g i n  a  b u s y  t wo -
day phase. Listen to 
intuition and unspoken 
clues over the next three 
weeks, with Mercury in 
Aries. Don’t bend the 
rules. Transform them. 
Increase your security 
online.
Gemini
Your friends crack you 
up. You’re surrounded 
by love. Participate with 
an energetic team over 
the next three weeks, 
with Mercury in Aries. 
Fun with family and 
friends especially entices 
today and tomorrow.
Cancer
M a k e  a  h o m e 
improvement you’ve 
been want ing, today 
and tomorrow. Upgrade 
h o u s e h o l d  b e a u t y 
a n d  f u n c t i o n a l i t y. 
Watch for professional 
opportunities over the 
next three weeks, with 
Mercury in Aries.
Leo
Creative work engages 
you today and tomorrow. 
C a t c h  u p  o n  t h e 
reading. Make long-
distance connections. 
Communicat ions and 
transportation fl ow with 
greater ease over the 
next three weeks, with 
Mercury in Aries.
Virgo
Tap new revenue. Today 
a n d  t o m o r r o w  a r e 
profitable. It’s easier to 
organize shared fi nances 
over the next few weeks, 
with Mercury in Aries. 
D iv ide  t he  good ie s 
fairly. Develop a lean, 
mean machine.
Libra
You’re getting stronger 
today and tomorrow, 
with the moon in your 
sign. Let someone draw 
you into a  d i f ferent 
world over the next three 
weeks, with Mercury 
in Aries. Challenge old 
assumptions together.
Scorpio
Your imagination goes 
wild over the next two 
days. Relax in hot water. 
Over t he nex t t hree 
weeks, with Mercury in 
Aries, fi nd ways to work 
smarter. Clever solutions 
come t h rough  you r 
networks.
Sagittarius
Put your passion into 
w o r d s .  R o m a n t i c 
prose f lowers over the 
next three weeks, with 
Mercury in Aries. You 
have more friends than 
you realized. Share your 
enthusiasms. Get into a 
two-day party phase.
Capricorn
T a k e  o n  a  h o m e 
r e n o v a t i o n  p r o j e c t 
over  t he  nex t  t h ree 
weeks, with Mercury 
in Aries. Discuss the 
improvements you’d like 
and get family on board. 
Focus on professional 
opportunities over the 
next two days.
Aquarius
Travel s  a nd s t ud ie s 
occupy you today and 
tomorrow. Get the word 
out over the next three 
weeks, with Mercury 
in Aries. Participate in 
a bigger conversation. 
Promote ,  w r ite  a nd 
publ i sh.  Share what 
you’re learning.
Pisces
For nearly three weeks, 
with Mercury in Aries, 
develop new income. 
Tr a c k  f i n a nc e s  f o r 
growth. Make profi table 
connections. To avoid 
potential trouble, play 
exact ly by the book. 
Tackle detailed fi nancial 
tasks today or tomorrow.
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On Monday, Louisiana State 
forward Ben Simmons declared 
for the NBA Draft nine days 
after his season abruptly ended 
in the second round of the SEC 
Tournament.
Simmons scored 10 points 
on 4-11 shooting in a 71-38 
loss to the Texas A&M Aggies, 
which summed up the Tigers’ 
disappointing season. 
It’s still unclear why Simmons 
committed to play his college 
basketball at LSU. Prior to his 
arrival, the Tigers made the 
NCAA Tournament just once in 
the previous six years and have 
basically been irrelevant since 
Shaquille O’Neal left in 1992. 
The 2015-16 season was no 
different, despite the formerly 
No. 1-ranked high school player’s 
presence.  LSU finished with a 
19-14 record, missed the NCAA 
Tournament and later refused an 
invitation to the NIT. 
So why did Simmons attend 
LSU in the fi rst place, instead of 
a joining a top-tier program like 
Duke or Kentucky? What exactly 
was the point?
N BA scout s  sa l ivated at 
Simmons’ potential before he 
even played a college game and 
probably would have selected him 
fi rst overall whether he played a 
minute of college basketball or 
not. Ideally, Simmons would have 
declared for the NBA Draft after 
winning three straight National 
High School Championships 
at the Montverde Academy in 
Florida, where he played his 
high school ball. But the league 
banned the high school-to-NBA 
move years nearly a decade ago, 
leaving players like Simmons in 
no man’s land. 
Several players have found 
loopholes in the NBA’s eligibility 
rules, most notably Australian 
point guard Dante Exum. Exum 
was a highly touted prospect, 
like Simmons, two years ago 
and opted to stay in Australia 
until he was eligible, rather than 
playing college basketball in 
America. Exum was already a 
lock as a lottery pick, so there 
was no reason to jeopardize his 
reputation with a year of college 
basketball.
Good numbers in college 
always help a prospect, as do the 
intangibles like size and strength. 
In those areas, Simmons is by far 
the most intriguing prospect. 
At 6-foot-10, 240 pounds, he’s 
got the ball handling ability of 
a point guard and the size of a 
modern-day NBA center. And 
his 19.2 points, 11.8 rebounds 
and 4.8 assists per game are a nice 
bonus, too.  
But NBA teams also take into 
account winning, which was 
seriously lacking in Simmons’ 
case. As a result, Duke forward 
Brandon Ingram has emerged as 
the possible No. 1 pick, over the 
golden child Ben Simmons.
Ingram has led an under-
ta lented roster,  by Duke’s 
standard, deep into the NCAA 
Tournament by leaving it all on 
the court. Ingram doesn’t fret 
at the big stage and has grown 
mentally under coach Mike 
Krzyzewski. This is an element 
that the elite collegiate programs 
provide to their projected one-
and-done prospects. Krzyzewski 
has done it at Duke, and John 
Calipari has done it at Kentucky.
This was not the case for 
Simmons.
Simmons tended to dr if t 
in and out of games far too 
often, especially as the leader 
of a Power Five team. He never 
took the season seriously, never 
truly invested in winning and 
t ruthf u l ly wasted the t ime 
of basketball fans across the 
country. Simmons could have and 
should have been the unanimous 
w i n ner  of  t he  pre s t ig ious 
Wooden Award, but was declared 
ineligible because of his GPA. 
Years from now, Simmons’ 
college career may be viewed 
as a success, based solely on 
his statist ics, but his mental 
i m m a t u r i t y  w i l l  n o t  b e 
tolerated in the NBA. Nothing 
is guaranteed, and Simmons 
showed us that this season. 
T h e  f i r s t  m a j o r 
development in t he 
race for the next South 
Carolina quarterback 
took place Saturday 
as r ising sophomore 
quarterback Lorenzo 
N u n e z  s u f f e r e d  a 
knee injury that could 
sideline him for the 
entire spring. Despite 
strong pushes from the 
coaching staff, Nunez 
was not an early enrollee 
l a s t  s p r i n g,  w h ic h 
gave him little time to 
prepare. While many 
wanted Nunez to be the 
main man under center 
last fall, he started just 
t wo games,  play ing 
in eight games total, 
while throwing just 52 
passes. He was second 
on the the team with 
375 rushing yards, but 
the Gamecocks were 
tied with Vanderbilt for 
the 11th-best rushing 
offense in the SEC.
Coming into spring 
practice, Nunez was just 
one of fi ve quarterbacks 
comp et i ng  for  t he 
s t a r t ing job in  t he 
fall, joining Connor 
Mitch, Perr y Orth, 
early-enrollee Brandon 
McIlwain and Michael 
Scarnecch ia.  M itch 
started the f irst two 
games of the season 
b e fore  s u f f e r i n g  a 
season-ending injury, 
which opened the door 
for Orth. Orth went just 
1-7 in his eight starts 
last season, throwing 
12 touchdow ns and 
n i ne i ntercept ions . 
Scarnecchia, who will 
be a redshirt sophomore 
in the upcoming season, 
has thrown just one 
pass in his collegiate 
c a r e e r  ( a  9 - y a r d 
completion late in the 
LSU game last year) 
and isn’t considered 
to be much of a threat 
i n  t he  qua r terback 
competition.
N u n e z ’ s  i n j u r y 
could have the greatest 
impact on McIlwain, 
h o w e v e r ,  a s  m a n y 
believe the competition 
is the f reshman’s to 
win. McIlwain was a 
four-star recruit who 
also plays outfield for 
t he Sout h Carol ina 
ba seba l l  tea m,  a nd 
he might be the most 
important recruit in 
the 2016 class. While 
expecting the freshman 
to w in t he star t ing 
job outright and excel 
might be a stretch, the 
injury to the only other 
dual-threat quarterback 
could open the door 
for McIlwain if coach 
Will Muschamp and 
offensive coordinator 
Kurt Roper decide to 
go with a spread look on 
offense.
All five scholarship 
qu a r t e rb ac k s  were 
receiving fi rst-team reps 
during the fi rst week of 
practice, and the other 
four will continue to 
split time with the fi rst 
team during Nunez’s 
absence. Muschamp 
wants to narrow down 
t he compet it ion a s 
soon as possible, but 
“Coach Boom” isn’t in 
a huge rush to name a 
starter as he wants to 
avoid making the wrong 
decision.
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Simmons’ LSU career 
a waste of time
COLUMN
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Ben Simmons converted just one of his three 
three-point shot attempts this season.
